INCREDIBLE     CARNEGIE
the occasion of the baptism of his eighth child. He had
half agreed to identify this child with his wife's family
and did not declare his change of mind until the Thorn
family had appeared in a body at Limekilns Church for
the ceremony.
William Carnegie, father of our Andrew Carnegie,
was born at Patiemuir in 1805. He was the sixth child
and second son of the Professor. William, not over ro-
bust, is remembered chiefly for his clear tenor voice,
beautifully pitched, and his witching singing of Scotch
, songs, old and new. Though lacking his father's rougher
traits, he inherited the latter's radical views and was
keen and ambitious. As a weaver he was an artist.
In the late 1820's William recognized the larger op-
portunities in Dunf ermline and moved into the town.
The surviving members of the family soon followed, the
Professor and his wife being the last to leave Patiemuir.
William opened a small loom shop and had no difficulty
obtaining work from the manufacturers who gave out
the webs and received the finished cloth*
Dunfermline was a thriving and growing town, situ-
ated on high ground fourteen miles northwest of Edin-
burgh, and overlooking the sea. Three miles south was
the Firth of Forth. On clear days the spires of Edin-
burgh were in view to the south; and upon the north
Ben Cleugh and other summits of the Ochils*
Ancient capital of Scotland, Dunfermline was rich in
tradition. It was the birthplace and residence of kings
in early times. In 1304 the original palace and monastery
were wrecked in war but the palace was afterward re-
built. The tomb of King Robert, The Bruce, lies In the
center of noble Dunfermline Abbey, the Westminster of
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